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PT PHONE HOME PROGRAM

HON. JACK QUINN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 1995

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to sa-
lute the hard work of my constituents back in
Buffalo, NY, as we celebrate the completion of
the PT Phone Home Program at the Buffalo
VA Medical Center on Saturday.

PT Phone Home is a cost-effective volun-
teer program which solicits equipment, labor,
and donations from a variety of groups for pa-
tient bedside telephone service at VAMC’s
across the Nation. VA officials, NYNEX, the
Service Employees International Union [SEIU]
Local 200C, and the Communications Workers
of America [CWA] Local 1122 have been col-
laborating to bring the PT Phone Home Pro-
gram to Buffalo.

A patient bedside telephone initial report is-
sued by the Department of Veterans Affairs
recognized that without the efforts of the PT
Phone Home Program and its volunteers, the
bedside telephone project would not have
been started at this point.

With the services of PT Phone Home, VA
has estimated that $18 million will allow the
planned installation of patient bedside tele-
phone systems to be completed. Without
these services, estimates run closer to $80
million. Without the direct involvement of the
volunteer organizations mobilized under PT
Phone Home, the cost of such a program is
certainly prohibitive.

Experience with this worthwhile program
has convinced me that bedside telephones are
an absolute necessity for our VA hospitals na-
tionwide. Bedside telephone service allows
nurses and support staff to spend more time
on clinical activities and increases patient mo-
rale by allowing veterans invaluable contact
with their family and friends.

The veterans who use our veteran hospitals
are here because of the sacrifices they were
willing to make for their country. They were
willing to serve in the name of freedom, and
I am very happy to be part of an effort to give
them something in return.

I believe we owe all participants in the PT
Phone Home Program a great debt of grati-
tude and would ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing those who made the Buffalo
project successful.

Mr. Speaker, I am certain you agree that all
the medicine in the world cannot replace the
therapeutic value of contact with family and
friends.
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CAPITAL GAINS TAX BREAKS IN
REPUBICAN BILL WILL BENEFIT
A PRIVILEGED FEW

HON. SAM GIBBONS
OF FLORIDA
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Thursday, March 30, 1995

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the capital
gains exclusion and indexing in the Repub-
lican tax plan provides a huge benefit for a
very small number of wealthy taxpayers.

The Treasury Department tells us that only
8 percent of the population realize capital

gains in any given year. Even among those
with high incomes it is not universal—about 52
percent of those with incomes of $200,000 or
more and 23 percent of those with incomes
between $100,000 and $200,000 realize cap-
ital gains every year. Truly, a privileged few.

Both the Joint Committee on Taxation and
the Department of Treasury agree that most of
the benefit of a cut in capital gains taxes will
go to the richest 6 percent of all taxpayers: 76
percent—a full three-quarters—of the tax ben-
efit will go to those with incomes of $100,000
or more.

The Republicans have tried to characterize
the capital gains tax cut as a major benefit to
ordinary Americans, those who realize a cap-
ital gain infrequently when they sell Grandma’s
farm or a family business upon retirement.
This is patently misleading.

Seventy-one percent of all capital gains are
realized by taxpayers who realize capital gains
almost every year, according to the Joint
Committee on Taxation. These financially so-
phisticated high rollers receive most of the dol-
lars of capital gains, so naturally they are the
ones who will get most of the benefit from the
Republican plan—not ordinary Americans who
work hard for what they earn.

And, wealthy repeaters who realize gains al-
most every year are the ones who will be
helped the most by the Republican plan.

The Republicans have tried to characterize
the Democrats’ analysis as flawed by saying
that the numbers that Democrats have quoted
on the average benefit per taxpayer were
computed on the basis of the whole popu-
lation, instead of just taking account of those
who actually receive the tax cuts. When the
computations are done on the basis that the
Republicans prefer, the average tax cuts are
much bigger.

Treasury Department figures show that
when the total capital gains tax cut going to
those with incomes of $200,000 or more is
averaged over only the 52 percent of tax-
payers at that income level who realize capital
gains, the result is a tax cut of almost $7,800
per taxpayer in 1996. If that figure simply kept
pace with inflation, it would be $9,300 by
2002.
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HONORING HISPANIC-AMERICAN
WWII SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS
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Mr. ORITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring the attention of my colleagues to a very
important and emotional event that is occur-
ring on March 31, 1995—the laying of a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier by
the widow of Sgt. Abelardo Montanez.

Sergeant Montanez was killed in the inva-
sion of Attu, AL, in World War II. His widow,
Mrs. Esperanza Ramos Montanez, will lay the
wreath today on behalf of the widows and
mothers of the Hispanic-American WWII serv-
ice men and women, at the Arlington National
Cemetery.

The Armed Services of WWII were vastly
different from the Armed Services of 1995. In
the 1940’s, the United States was still a seg-
regated society, both in civilian and in military
life. While the segregation of African Ameri-

cans it is a widely discussed and remembered
fact, it is not so widely known that Hispanic
Americans were also segregated into their
own units during the war.

Many Hispanic Americans served proudly in
WWII. They fought honorably to advance the
cause of democracy and freedom in the world;
and they died on battlefields far from their
homes and families all over Europe and in the
pacific. In WWII alone, 12 Hispanics received
the Medal of Honor. Interestingly enough, per
capita, there are more Hispanic recipients of
the Congressional Medal of Honor than any
other ethnic group, for meritorious service to
their country in times of war.

In act, WWII was a transforming event for
the Hispanic community. Many Hispanics who
served in the Armed Forces returned to the
United States to blatant discrimination in their
hometowns. Many built on their gallant service
after they returned home by organizing and
making it known that discrimination was no
longer acceptable.

One of the organizations that galvanized
Hispanic veterans into a potent political force
was the American G.I. Forum, founded by my
political and personal mentor, Dr. Hector Gar-
cia, also a winner of the Congressional Medal
of Honor, of Corpus Christi, TX. The G.I.
Forum, and other organizations founded by
veterans—for veterans—registered voters and
petitioned local and State governments to treat
Hispanics equally with other elements of their
communities.

The G.I. Forum will join the Ramos Family,
and the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
in this important—and long overdue—cere-
mony.
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TRIBUTE TO CESAR CHAVEZ

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the birthdate of a genuine American
hero, Cesar Chavez, which is on Friday,
March 31. It is hard to summarize the accom-
plishments and impact of those citizens whose
work not only changes the nature of the world
in which they lived—but extends beyond their
natural lives into the lives of those who will
only know them by their legacy.

Just as every African-American citizen feels
the impact of Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy in
their lives, every Hispanic citizen, especially
those who work the farms, fruit orchards and
vegetable fields of America, will feel the im-
pact of the life of Cesar Chavez.

Before Cesar, America’s migrant workers
had few rights. He became their voice and the
force that fought for basic human liberties and
labor rights.

When Cesar died he left a legacy to be
emulated by future generations and the les-
sons learned will resonate for years to come.
A legacy that will make migrant workers a full
partner in the agricultural industry, and bring
them to full membership in our society with all
the benefits that full membership implies.

Ever so slowly, migrant workers are entering
into the mainstream of our society and into a
status for which they have long aspired and is


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-30T14:08:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




